
Information Portrait™ of 
“Merck”

• Information Portrait is an ordered 
list of the most significant topics 
associated with the object of 
interest, “Merck”.

• Out of the initial set of 1,293 docs, 
we distilled the Information Portrait 
by eliminating all associations with 
“Wall Street” terms; the result is 
based on the remaining 328 docs.

• Without reading a single document, 
we can conclude that Merck:

– Is involved with “AIDS Drugs”
– Is a “Drug Company”, a 

“Pharmaceutical Company”
– Competes with Bristol-Myers 

Squibb, Roche, Boehringer 
Ingelheim, GlaxoSmithKline

– Probably is active with “Patents”
– Is likely a “Pharmaceutical Giant”

328 documents



Trends in “Aids”, “Drugs”, 
“Brazil”

Analysis of the 1293 “Merck” 
documents shows significant 
“AIDS drug” associations in May 
’00 and in May ’01, followed by 
emergence of new activity in Aug 
& Sep ’01. Significance of “Brazil” 
first shows up in Feb & Mar ’01 
and then grows in Aug & Sep ’01.
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Trends in “Patent”, “Pfizer”, 
“Roche”

Significance of “Patent” shows up 
mainly in May ’00, in May ’01, and in 
Aug & Sep ’01. Significance of 
“Roche” correlates well with Merck’s 
patent activity, while significance of 
“Pfizer” is pretty evenly distributed.

Also, the patent activity correlates 
with peaks in “Aids” and “Drug” on 
the previous slide, indicating that 
Merck was likely involved in patent-
related activities of an AIDS drug 
during those periods. Patent dispute 
with Roche is also possible.
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